
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, July 24, 2011 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

ANTIQUES ROAD SHOW 
 

The Antiques Road Show is one of the most popular programs on Public Television. People bring 
in all sorts of items to be appraised by experts, who reveal the history and value of the items to 
their owners. 
 

The show is especially exciting when someone brings in an object that he or she believes is 
relatively worthless and the person learns that the object is a treasure worth thousands and 
sometimes even hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Matthew 13:44-46), Jesus tells two parables about people who need no 
appraiser to tell them the value of what they have. In the first parable, a person comes across a 
treasure buried in a field. That person recognizes the value of what he has stumbled across and 
sells all he has in order to buy that field and possess the treasure. 
 

In the second parable, a merchant who has been searching for fine pearls comes across the 
perfect one. He makes whatever sacrifices are necessary to buy that pearl. 
 

Jesus tells us that the kingdom of heaven is like that buried treasure and like that perfect pearl. 
It is of great value. The kingdom that Jesus is speaking of is not just the promise of life beyond 
the grave. It is a relationship with him. This relationship brings us into contact with God; it 
reveals the meaning and purpose of our life; it shows the way to true freedom and fulfillment; 
it gives us hope and strength when days are dark and adds joy and happiness when all is well; it 
connects us with loving people; and it offers us forgiveness and mercy no matter our failures 
and sins. In short, having a relationship with Jesus Christ makes us better and makes life better! 
That relationship truly is a treasure. 
 

However, many Christians do not fully appreciate the value of that relationship. They give it 
little attention. They ignore it. They disvalue it. They are like people walking above the treasure 
just below their feet, or like people who think that one pearl is just like another, or like those 
who only think they have junk in the attic. 
 

Having a relationship with Jesus Christ is the true treasure and it is a treasure we should value 
above all else! 
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